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WELCOME TO THE LEUKEMIA CUP REGATTA  

RAISE A SAIL, RACE T O WIN, SAVE A LIFE!  
 
Thank you for joining us in our fight against blood cancers! The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Societyôs (LLS) Leukemia Cup Regatta is a fundraising event that gives sailors an opportunity 
to give back to the community while doing what they love ï sailing.  It also provides non-sailors 
and ôvirtualô sailors opportunities to raise funds while being introduced to the sport of sailing. 

 
Funds raised support LLSôs mission: cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkinôs disease and 
myeloma, and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. 
 
We need your help!  The fundraising goal of the 2011 Leukemia Cup Regatta, at the Houston 
Yacht Club, is $154,000.  We encourage you to recruit family, friends and co-workers to join us 
in our quest for a cure.  
 
Please donôt hesitate to contact LLS if you have any questions or if there is anything we can do 
to help you be successful.  
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HOW FUNDS ARE USED 

Since its establishment in 1949, The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society has invested more than $750 

million in research specifically targeting blood cancers. The worldôs largest voluntary health 

organization dedicated to funding blood cancer research, LLS underwrites the work of more than 

397 cancer researchers worldwide through programs that fund basic laboratory research; 

translational research that speeds the progress of new therapies from the pipeline to use among 

patients; and clinical trials that test promising new treatments for safety and efficacy. 

How does this impact your donation?  

A donation of $25 provides patients and their loved ones with FREE booklets that contain up-

to-date information on their disease and help them make informed decisions about their 

treatment options. 

A donation of $50 funds a LLS Family Support Group with a trained facilitator, where comfort 

can be found and experiences can be shared among patients and family members. 

A donation of $100 helps supply laboratory researchers with supplies and materials critical to 

carrying out their search for cures. 
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Program Services Expenses

25.0%

33.4%

14.8%

3.0%
Professional Education

Public Health Education

Research

Patient and Community Service

*Source 2009 Annual Report



 

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL LEUKEMIA CUP REGATTA COMMITTEE 

2010 TOP FUNDRAISERS 

Chairman :  Cheryl Thomas, 2010 Past Commodore, The Houston Yacht Club 
 
Executive Committee : Gordie Keenan and F/C Jack Yoes - Race Chairs, Brian Cannon - Leukemia Cup Regatta 

Kickoff, Brenda Cheney - Auction and Sip nô Sail for a Cure, Stephanie Wright - Blues on the Bay 
 

Committee: P/C Cheryl Thomas, Sandra Balridge, Melodye Beckmann, Madonna Breen, Brian Cannon, Ricky Carroll, 

Marilyn Cayce, Brenda Cheney, Laura Donley, Joan Eischen, Paul & Sabra Francis, Pat Gano, Kevin Grice, Richard Gruen, 

Steve Hammerman, Sandy Hays, Gordie & Ruth Keenan, Patrick Lashford, Cherie LeCompte, Anne Lee, P/C James  

Liston, Annemarie & Rainer Majewski, Linda McKee, Steve & Jane Morehouse, Rod & Lythia Powell, Sissy Sparks, Jill 

Strong, Jim & JoAnn Tyson, Bill & Joan van Ravenswaay, Maarten van Hasselt, Susan Kaplan Williams, Kathleen 

Wooldridge, R/C Bob & Stephanie Wright, F/C Jack & Cissy Yoes 
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From left to right:  
Stephanie Wright ð$8,990 
Cheryl Thomas ð$8,500 

Brenda Cheney ð$11,085 
 

Congratulations ladies!  Winners of the Fantasy Sail in 
Charleston, SC with Gary Jobson!  

 
For more information on the Fantasy Sail, see page 11.  



 

2011 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Sunday, May 15, 2011:  
 
3:00pm - 6:00pm - Blues on the Bay at Cabo in Seabrook 
 
Monday, May 9, 2011:  
 
11:00am - Matt Sebesta Golf Tournament 
 
Sunday, May 22, 2011:  
 
3:00 - 6:00pm - Leukemia Cup Kickoff at Post Oak Grill 
 
Tuesday, June 7, 2011:  
 
4:00 - 7:00pm - Sip nô Sail for a Cure at Sullivanôs Steakhouse 
 
Friday, June 24, 2011:  
 
7:00 - 7:30pm - Competitorôs briefing for the Cruising Line and One Design Line 
 
7:30 - 9:00pm - Extended happy hour, hors dôouevres and entertainment 
 

Saturday, June 25, 2011:  
 
10:30am - Competitorôs briefing for the Dinghy Line 
 
11:00am - Warning signal for the Cruising and One Design Lines 
 
12:30pm - Warning signal for Dinghy Line  
 
Post Races - Regatta Dinner Party, Entertainment and Auction 
 

Sunday, June 26, 2011:  
 
11:00am - Warning signal for Dinghy, One Design and Cruising Lines.  Additional races to follow. 
 
4:30pm - Tentative time for Awards at Houston Yacht Club Ballroom  

BECOME A VIRTUAL SAILOR  
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Donôt have a sailboat?  You can still participate in the Leukemia Cup Regatta as a Virtual Sailor.  Being a 
Virtual Sailor enables participants to fundraise on behalf of LLS without ever setting foot on a boat.  With 
the Virtual Regatta, we are able to keep more people committed to raising money for blood cancer        
research.  
 
As a Virtual Sailor, you will have full support from your local LLS staff.  We will help you set up a  
fundraising webpage, provide fundraising tips, and other materials to help you reach your goal.  By raising 
as little as $50, participants earn incentives. Fundraisers raising over $8,500 are also invited to join Gary 
Jobson, tactician of the 1977 Americaôs Cup winner, Courageous, [alongside skipper Ted Turner] and  
Regatta National Chairman, on the annual Fantasy Sail.  The 2011 Fantasy Sail will be October 14 - 16th 
in New York Harbor.  
 
ñThereôs nothing like the excitement and satisfaction of taking part in The Leukemia Cup Regatta,ò said 
Jobson.  Jobson underwent a lifesaving stem-cell transplant nearly seven years ago.  ñIôve been a  
supporter of the program for years.ò 
    
 
 



 

FUNDRAISING 101 

The Golden Rule of Fundraisingé.Just Ask!  
The most important part of fundraising is making a commitment to ask anyone you can think of who 

might want to support cancer research. Ask family, friends, co-workers and people in the community with 

whom you interact on a regular basis. Remember that youôre not asking for yourself - but on behalf of 

thousands of cancer patients. Youôll be surprised how willing most people are to contribute. 

 

Start Early and don't do this alone ! Recruit strong crew members. Enlist your friends, neighbors, 

family members, and co-workers. Set a fundraising goal for yourself and your crew. Start the cam-

paign by making a personal pledge! 

Online Fundraising : The Society is pleased to offer complimentary online fundraising webpages.  It 

is a fast, free and easy way to reach a large group of people and raise money! Once registered you 

will receive an email with a link to your webpage that you can personalize with photos and content.  

Write a letter and send it to your contact list. It is a great way to attract your donors and let them 

know the important reasons why you are fundraising. Remember: the more letters you send out, the 

more funds you will raise toward your goal! Follow up with your potential donors a week or two after 

you send your request to encourage them to help you in the fight against blood cancers. Check out 

the sample fundraising letter in this packet for ideas on how to formulate your own letter! 

Matching Gifts : Many corporations have matching-gift programs and will often match gifts given by 

you and other employees. Contact your human resources department for more information and ask 

your friends to do the same. This is an easy way to double or triple your money! 

Conduct a third party fundraising event to create more awareness. 

Bring new sponsors to the Regatta and get credit for it. We have included information about corpo-

rate sponsorship in the Sponsorship packet.  Please contact Elizabeth Weiss for additional informa-

tion. Fundraising parties and materials are great opportunities for sponsorship.  

 

Fundraising event ideas and additional suggestions included:  
We strongly recommend that you host a variety of fundraising events in support of your campaign.  
 

Themed Parties:  Beer or wine-tasting, block party, brunch, cook-off, costume party, guest bartending, ice cream social, pro-
gressive dinner, psychic reading, pub crawl, road rally, scavenger hunt, dinner party, tailgate, fondue, movie night, BBQ! 

Raffles/Auctions:  50/50, Bachelor/Bachelorette 

Tournaments:  Athletic, billiards, board games, poker or euchre, biggest loser/weight loss competition 

Sales:  Candy, eBay items, services (dog walking), lessons (cooking, dance, massage) 

Corporate:  Company-wide email, lunch informational meeting, jeans day/dress down day, matching gifts, paycheck stuffer, 
newsletters, inter-office mail, coin collection boxes. 
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HELPFUL GUIDELINES  

How to raise $8,500 in 8 weeksé 
 
Week 1:  $1,000 in online donations 
Week 2:  $2,000 from your letter (or email) writing campaign 
Week 3:  $1,000 from corporate sponsors  
Week 4:  $1,000 from a friend who throws a fundraising party/happy hour in honor of your 
efforts (Ask your favorite bar to donate part of their evenings profits! 
Week 5:  $500 from co-workers 
Week 6:  $500 from inviting friends out on your boat for an evening sail and dinner 
Week 7:  $1,000 collected from ójeans dayô at your office 

FUNDRAISING 101 - continued  

All boats must register in advance of the race.  Registration fee is $95 per boat and includes entry 
into race, one North Sails burgee, boat gift bag, and 2 dinner/drink tickets.   

 

Boat Registration fee does not apply towards fundraising totals or incentives and is not tax 
deductible.  Please note that no portion of the registration fee goes to LLS.  

 

To qualify for the 2011 regatta incentive, individuals simply register as a captain or fundraiser, 
turn in $50 in donations (not including boat registration fee) by Sunday, June 26 2011. 

 

All Regatta fundraising incentives are earned based on individual fundraising totals (not boat 
totals), and are not cumulative. 

 

The Top Three Individual Fundraisers will be recognized at the 2011 Awards Ceremony.  The 
Top Fundraiser will be awarded the Leukemia Cup trophy. Only funds received by LLS, by 
noon on Sunday, June 26 will be counted towards these awards. 

 

Participants fundraising to reach the $8,500 level prize of joining Gary Jobson at the Fantasy Sail 
Weekend may turn in funds to the Society toward this goal THROUGH October 1, 2011. 

 

Additional Regatta Dinner Party tickets may be purchased for $20 per person. Dinner ticket   
purchases are not tax deductible and do not apply towards fundraising totals and should be paid 
directly to Houston Yacht Club. 

 

Please make all checks payable to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 
 

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society accepts Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discover.  
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SAMPLE FUNDRAISING LETTER  

Dear [Name], 
 
On June 24 - 26, 2011, I will be joining local sailors as we hoist our sails for a great cause in           
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Societyôs (LLS) annual Leukemia Cup Regatta held at the Houston 
Yacht Club. LLS is the worldôs largest voluntary health organization dedicated to funding blood 
cancer research, education and patient services.   
 
Iôd like to enlist your support for this important cause. Itôs important because more than 912,938 
people in the United States are fighting blood cancers ï leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkinôs disease 
and myeloma. Although research is responsible for increasing survival rates for these diseases, the 
battle is far from over. 
 

Å  Every four minutes, someone in the United States is diagnosed with a blood cancer.  
Every ten minutes someone dies from these cancers. 
Å  Leukemia causes more deaths than any other cancer among children and young adults 
under the age of 20. 
Å  An estimated 140,000 people in the US alone will be diagnosed with a blood cancer this 
year. 
Å  The five-year relative survival rate for patients with Hodgkin lymphoma has more than 
doubled from 40% between 1960 and 1963, to almost 88% between 1999 and 2006. The 
five-year survival rate for NHL patients rose from 31% between 1960 and 1963; to just over 
69% between 1999 and 2006.  

 
Please sponsor me in the Regatta. By doing so, weôll both be helping save lives. Simply fill out the 
tear-off form below and return it along with your check in the enclosed envelope or visit [include link 
to your personal fundraising page]. Thank you very much for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Your Name] 
 
 ĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀĀ  
 
Yes, I will contribute to support your efforts and fight cancer!  
 
____ $150 ____ $100 ____ $75 ____ $50 ____ Other 
 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________  
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________  
 
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________  
 
Email: _________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone: ________________________________________________________________  
 
Please make checks payable to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society or LLS.  To donate with a 
credit card, please visit my webpage. (insert web address) 
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Donor Prospect List  Email:  Letter:  Party:  Silent Auction 

Items: 

Corporate 

Sponsorship: 

Other:  

Make a list of everyone you want to ask for a donation and how you will approach each.  Using a holiday or wedding invita-

tion list will often cover many of your potential donors.  This spreadsheet will be emailed to you, so you can expand your 

list.  

Accountant       

Bank       

Clients/Customers       

Clubs/Organizations       

College Alumni       

College Friends       

Community  

Businesses 

      

Day Care       

Doctors       

Dog Groomer/

Walker  

      

Dry Cleaner       

Family       

Fraternity/Sorority        

Friends       

Friends of Friends       

Health Clubs       

Hometown/High 

School Friends 

      

Insurance Agent       

Lawyer       

Neighbors       

Office       

Offices of Family 

and Friends 

      

Place of Worship       

Realtor       

Restaurants you  

Patronize 

      

Service  

Organizations 

      

Travel Agent       

Vendors       

Other       

SAMPLE DONOR PROSPECT LIST  



 

FUNDRAISING INCENTIVES AND APPRECIATION  

All of your hard work will be rewarded!  
 
In appreciation of your support, we are offering exciting incentives based on the level of fundraising 
you achieve.  Incentives are based on funds turned in to LLS by noon on Sunday, June 26, 2011. * 
 

Local Incentives: * please note that the incentive structure may change  
 

Individual Fundraising Incentives  - Will begin at $50. 
 
Top Place Fundraising Sailor - $5,000 minimum 

$200 gift certificate to Vineyard Vines 
 
Second Place Fundraising Sailor 

$100 gift certificate to West Marine 
 
Third Place Fundraising Sailor 

Ken Gardiner Boat Model 

    
National Incentives:  

 

Fantasy Sail with Gary Jobson - *based on funds turned into LLS by October 1, 2011. 
Fantasy Sail will be October 14-16, 2011 in New York Harbor.  Sailors who raise $8,500 
or more will be eligible for the all expense paid trip. 

 
West Marine 

Each participant will be given one chance for each $500 raised to be entered into a     
NATIONAL DRAWING for a $1,000 shopping spree from West Marine. 

 
North Sails 

35% off non-transferable gift certificate (maximum value $2,500) for the top local       
fundraiser. 

 
Vineyard Vines 

Choice of Vineyard Vines/Leukemia Cup Regatta cobranded tie or tote bag for            
participants raising $350 or more online.  Participants raising $3,500 or more online and 
offline, will receive a cobranded apparel package consisting of a belt, Henley shirt and 
fleece vest.   
For each $500 raised by a participant, they will receive an opportunity to be in a drawing 
for a $2,000 shopping spree, to be held on October 15, 2011, in conjunction with the 
2011 Fantasy Sail with Gary Jobson in New York Harbor.  
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FANTASY SAIL  

Fantasy Sail Weekend is an annual event held for those who raise a minimum of $8,500 in the 

Leukemia Cup Regatta. The weekend is hosted by ESPN commentator Gary Jobson, a member 

of the 1977 Americaôs Cup championship crew and national Regatta chairman since 1994. The 

event weekend will take place this year in New York Harbor on October 14-16, 2011.  It includes 

a reception, awards dinner and participation in the Leukemia Cup Challenge as either a racer or 

spectator.  In addition to bringing help and hope to people with cancer, you have the  

opportunity to indulge your passion for sailing.  
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2010 Fantasy Sailors in Charleston, SC  
(from left to right: Brenda Cheney, Gary Jobson [National Regatta Chairman], and Cheryl Thomas) 


